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Course Status
Tahle

Course is open to all, no

restrictions.

Trollies and personal buggies only. Hire
buggies maybe used but restricted to 6
holes with restrictions on route.

Trollies and personal buggies

only (restrictions may apply)

Course closed to everyone,
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J éantrcksuits, football or other sprts shirts or
shorts 1s not acceptable.

HOUSE and BALCONY
Any smart casual clothing is acceptable in the clubhouse,

including smart jeans.
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Tracksuits and similar ‘athleisure’ wear are not acceptable
and we ask that headgear be removed.

- Golf Shoeke not permltted beyond the entrance, changmg 25
. } ; SR o P s and spike bar. . %
S, Ckean tramer§ in the clubhouse are accepta‘j\f e

Spemﬁc dress codes may apply for competition presentations

and functions.
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Betchworth Park GC and Betchworth Park Castle History

Betchworth Park and Castle
A history of the club would not be complete
without a brief mention of the history of
Betchworth Park and the castle, which from the
Norman conquest until the mid — nineteenth
century was such a feature of the
neighbourhood. It has been suggested that the
earliest buildings date from the days when
Betchworth Manor was held by the first Earl of
Surrey, William de Warenne, a Norman count
ennobled by William 2nd Subsequently Sir

/ /.

Thomas Browne acquired the manor and castle = S A e,
Pt |1i'1||'!u:'

from the Arundel family in about 1435. Browne <

was treasurer to the household of Henry V1 and
was granted a licence in 1449 which included
the freedom to ‘empark’ the manor, meaning
that the game and hunting rights belonged to the
owner not the sovereign. It was during Browne’s “
ownership that sweet chestnut trees were :
planted, the remnants of which can be seen

around the course, particularly behind the

greenkeeper’s storage sheds.



Betchworth Park GC and Betchworth Park Castle History

Origins of the Club

In April 1911 the Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser reported

that negotiations had begun for the formation of a new golf club
for Dorking on a large portion of Betchworth Park . It was
estimated that “to lay out a thoroughly good course, to erect a

suitable clubhouse and to provide other requirements will require

a sum of anything between £4000 and £5000.”

These negotiations were being conducted between Mr FS Phillips

and Lord Francis Hope. Lord Hope was prepared to grant a lease

for a golf course and Phillips had circulated a letter seeking local

support to form a limited company for that purpose.

On Saturday afternoon 9th December 1911 at The White Horse
Hotel in Dorking Phillips chaired a meeting attended by sixteen
gentlemen who had responded to his circular letter. They
promised sufficient financial backing and agreed to form a
committee to carry out the detailed work of company formation,
the laying out the course and building a clubhouse.

By the time the committee first met on the 15th January 1912
Phillips had been in consultation with Harry Colt, the
distinguished golf architect, and the general features of the course
had been identified. The entire course was to be laid out for a

sum not exceeding £1500, exclusive of water to the greens.

FLAN OF COURSE

BETCHWORTH PARK.
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Plan of the Cowrse with sequence of boles in 1913. (Note the Dorking Reigate
A25 bad not then heen butlt)




Knowing your way around
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